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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1962. 

Outwardly  this  has  been  a  quiet  year.  Changes  amongst  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  are  taking  place  and  each  new  Officer 
must  have  time  to  assess  the  situation  and  the  work  of  his 
department. 

Fresh  minds  bring  new  ideas.  Full  advantage  must  be  taken 
of  the  situation.  Results  of  change  rarely  become  immediately 
apparent  and  sometimes  we  have  to  exercise  patience.  Almost 
everything  we  wish  to  do  costs  money  and  often  expenditure 
must  be  spread  over  several  years. 

Providing  there  is  progress  the  situation  is  satisfactory. 

I  must  draw  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  regarding  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme.  At 
a  recent  meeting  I  was  much  concerned  at  the  many  reports 
of  crude  sewage  deposited  when  heavy  rain  occurs.  The  pre¬ 
vention  of  these  occurrences  is  basic  public  health  work. 

The  prevention  of  these  occurrences  and  the  completion  of 
the  sewerage  scheme  must  be  pursued  vigorously. 

The  Alfreton  &  Ripley  Home  Safety  Committee  was  formed 
early  in  the  year.  Many  aspects  of  Home  Safety  have  been 
considered.  My  thanks  go  to  all  members  of  this  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support  on  home  safety  matters.  Much 
more  action  in  individual  homes  is  needed. 

The  paragraph  on  Development  of  Services — Hospital 
Services — might  well  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  report  of 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  Housing  and  Housing 
Improvements.  Is  it  really  possible  to  advise  that  people  should 
be  nursed  in  their  own  homes  which  may  be  without  modern 
facilities  ?  Alternatively  must  they  stay  indefinitely  in  hospital 
because  there  are  no  modern  facilities  in  their  home  ? 

I  am  sure  that  with  the  happy  relationship  which  exists 
between  Councillors  and  their  Staff  that  many  new  plans  will 
produce  a  cleaner,  quieter  and  vigorous  new  town  during  the 
next  few  years. 

I  wish  to  express  my  pleasure  at  the  support  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Councillor  E.  Walters,  and  from  the  members  of  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  com¬ 
piled  from  information  received  from  a  number  of  sources 
throughout  the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies  a 
weekly  return,  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  for 
instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Tele¬ 
phone  communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a 
great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  undiag¬ 
nosed  illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals  details  regarding  infec¬ 
tious  disease,  births  and  deaths  are  received  from  the  Registrar 
General.  This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually 
prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or 
towns. 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  30th  June, 
1962,  was  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  17,700.  This  is 
an  increase  of  50  from  the  estimate  made  at  the  same  time 
in  1961. 

The  estimated  annual  populations  for  the  last  ten  years 
are  given  in  Table  4. 

BIRTHS 

230  live  births  were  registered  in  1962  giving  a  crude  birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  13.0. 

This  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  is 
the  lowest  figure  recorded  during  the  last  10  years. 

See  summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

4  Infant  Deaths  were  recorded,  3  occurring  under  the  age 
of  4  weeks. 

These  figures  both  give  death  rates  per  thousand  live  births 
lower  than  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4. 

The  District  rate — apart  from  a  very  low  figure  last  year — 
is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1952. 
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STILL  BIRTHS 

The  5  still  births  registered  give  a  rate  per  thousand  births 
(live  and  still)  of  21.3. 

This  is  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate.  (See 
Summary  of  Statistics). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

The  total  of  still  births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  under 
the  age  of  one  week  is  8,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  live  and 
still  births  of  34.4.  This  is  an  increase  from  the  figure  recorded 
last  year. 

DEATHS 

186  deaths  were  registered. 

This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
of  10.5  which,  after  adjustment  by  the  application  of  the  com¬ 
parability  factor  of  1.15,  is  12.1.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics 
and  Table  4). 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  186  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5  according  to  cause 
and  sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

93  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  46  males  and  47  females. 
Numbers  17-21  inclusive  in  Table  5  make  up  this  total, 
which  is  50  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 

26  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and 
12  to  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system.  38  v/ere  due 
to  coronary  disease  and  the  remaining  17  to  other  heart  diseases. 

Cancer 

26  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  14  men  and  12  women 
(See  Table  5). 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  cancer 
is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  (See  Summary 
of  Statistics). 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  13  from 
Bronchitis. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  registered  during 
the  year.  This  occurred  in  a  man  77  years  of  age. 

Accidents. 

3  men  died  following  accidents. 

A  man  aged  55  died  as  a  result  of  being  trapped  under  a 
dumper  working  on  a  colliery  tip.  A  man  of  88  died  as  a 
result  of  a  fall.  The  other,  a  young  man  of  23,  died  as  a 
result  of  a  car  accident. 

Suicide. 

2  men,  aged  53  and  68,  committed  suicide  by  coal-gas 
poisoning. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

54  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was  :  Pneumonia  21, 

Measles  13,  Erysipelas  9,  Scarlet  Fever  9,  Tuberculosis  2. 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  give  details  of  age  and  sex  distribu¬ 
tion  and  seasonal  incidence  of  these  diseases. 

Pneumonia. 

21  cases  were  notified — half  of  them  being  in  the  over  60 
age  group. 

The  cases  were  spread  over  the  whole  year.  (Tables  8, 
9  and  10). 

Measles 

13  cases  were  notified. 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  2-9  age  groups.  (Tables 
8,  9  and  10). 

Scarlet  Fever. 

9  cases  were  notified.  With  the  exception  of  one  case  all 
these  occurred  in  children  of  school  age  and  more  than  half  of 
the  notifications  were  received  during  the  month  of  April 
(Tables  8,  9  and  10). 

Tuberculosis. 

2  new  cases  were  notified.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  recorded 
since  1951. 

The  case  notified  in  a  man  of  49  was  of  a  non-respiratory 
type.  The  other  case  was  notified  in  a  man  77  years  of  age. 
(Tables  6  and  7). 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  to  give  publicity 
to  the  major  health  topics.  Poster  boards,  exhibitions  at  the 
County  Clinic  and  publicity  in  various  ways  all  underline  the 
way  to  good  health. 

In  the  end,  however,  it  comes  to  the  personal  approach. 
More  good  can  be  done  by  one  person  talking  to  another  about 
some  health  matter  than  in  any  other  way.  The  better  posters 
and  leaflets  reinforce  what  has  been  said. 

Major  health  topics  included  immunisation  against  polio¬ 
myelitis,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  tetanus  and  smallpox. 
Clean  food  including  prevention  of  food  poisoning,  care  of  dust¬ 
bins,  clean  air,  “keep  your  cold  to  yourself’  and  venereal 
diseases. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLDER  PEOPLE. 

Laundry  Service  for  Foul  Linen. 

There  is  no  service  available  yet  in  the  District.  Some 
Home  Helps  do  far  more  than  anyone  might  consider  part  of 
their  duty.  Dirty  clothes  are  taken  home  and  washed.  When 
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one  hears  of  these  occasions  it  is  with  heartfelt  gratitude  that 
there  are  such  good-hearted  people  about.  It  is  with  regret 
that  the  absence  of  such  a  service  for  foul  linen  makes  this 
necessary. 

Chiropody  Service. 

A  service  is  available  at  the  County  Clinic  and  is  much 
appreciated  by  the  older  people  who  attend. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service. 

This  service  provides  hot  meals  to  older  people  in  need. 
Our  thanks  to  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  for  all  the  time 
and  energy  they  put  into  this  scheme. 

Special  arrangements  are  being  considered  for  the  more 
distant  parts  of  the  District. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  SERVICES. 

Hospital  Service. 

The  planned  development  of  local  authority  services  is 
supposed  to  be  complementary  to  the  hospital  services  ten-year 
plan. 

Support  for  ill,  or  convalescent  people  at  home  is  given  by 
the  County  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service. 

Local  support  from  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  and  other 
voluntary  agencies  is  also  necessary  and  occurs  in  Ripley. 

More  older  people  w7ho  have  required  hospital  attention 
are  being  sent  home  more  frequently  and  earlier  than  in  the 
past. 

The  local  services  are  responding  nobly  to  these  changes. 

It  is  necessary  to  continue  to  expand  services  to  try  and 
prevent  breakdown  in  health  and  the  need  for  hospital  treat¬ 
ment. 

If  all  homes  had  full  modern  facilities  and  supporting  services 
were  always  available  to  fulfil  most  needs  far  fewer  people 
might  need  to  go  to  hospitals.  It  should  not  be  necessary  to  have 
to  ask  for  admission  to  hospitals  on  social  grounds. 

Ripley  Hospital,  staffed  on  the  medical  side  by  General 
Practitioners,  does  a  great  deal  of  excellent  work.  The  new 
out-patient  department  is  complete  and  provides  much  more 
satisfactory  facilities. 

Development  of  Local  Authority  Health  and  Welfare  Services. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circulars  7/62  and  18/62  were  sent  to 
the  District  Council  for  information.  Action  which  has  to  be 
taken  to  develop  these  services  is  a  matter  for  the  County 
Council. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  desire  expressed  in  these  circulars 
to  develop  voluntary  services,  the  details  of  the  circulars  were 
discussed  by  the  Local  Public  Health  Committee.  Voluntary 
workers  come  from  the  District  and  any  discussion  which  might 
stimulate  local  people  was  thought  well  worth  while. 
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Points  particularly  applicable  locally  are  : — 

(a)  Consideration  of  making  some  arrangement  for  day  and 
night  sitter-in  services  (in  cases  of  illness,  etc.,  at  home).  A 
person  might  volunteer  to  come  and  sit  with  the  ill  person 
if  no-one  else  is  available  or  can  relieve  over-strained 
relatives, 

(b)  Gardening — encouragement  to  volunteers  to  offer  to  clean 
up  and  set  gardens  of  disabled  or  old  people. 

(c)  House  decorating — many  rooms  occupied  by  old  people 
become  very  disreputable  and  help  and  encouragement  is 
needed  for  this  cleaning  and  redecoration. 

(d)  Boarding  out  of  old  people.  The  idea  of  arranging  for  an 
old  person  to  live  with  other  people  is  excellent  and  is  far 
preferable  to  leaving  a  person  to  live  on  their  own. 

These  ideas  are  in  fact  carried  out  occasionally.  If  they 
could  be  done  on  a  wider  scale  and  more  information  was 
available  about  the  possiblities  it  would  be  most  helpful. 

These  voluntary  efforts  should  be  complementary  to  those 
provided  by  locarauthority  services. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No  change  is  reported  since  last  year.  Water  samples  taken 
by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  have  mainly  been  satis¬ 
factory.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  to  the  Board  for 
informing  me  of  the  results  of  the  samples. 

A  few  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained.  It  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  these  were  due  to  contamination  of  an  open 
reservoir  by  bird  faeces.  Since  the  incident  no  further  trouble 
has  been  experienced. 

Fluoridation 

For  many  years  studies  of  dental  decay  have  been  going  on. 
In  particular,  examination  of  means  of  prevention  have  been 
investigated.  It  has  been  proved  time  and  time  again  that 
communities  who  have  fluoride  present  in  their  water  supplies 
have  very  much  better  teeth  at  all  ages  than  communities  where 
it  is  absent. 

Following  these  studies  it  was  logical  to  proceed  to  the 
addition  of  fluoride  to  water  in  communities  where  it  was  absent 
or  very  low.  This  has  been  done  in  many  towns  abroad  and 
a  few  selected  places  in  this  country. 

A  report  on  these  studies  led  to  these  conclusions 

(1)  Dental  decay  in  children  in  experimental  areas  was  reduced 
by  over  50-60  per  cent. 

(2)  It  was  impossible  to  find  proof  of  any  harmful  side  effects. 

(3)  The  safety  of  controlled  fluoridation  has  been  endorsed  by 
the  World  Health  Organisation  and  leading  dental  and 
medical  associations  throughout  the  world. 
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The  water  supplied  in  the  District  comes  from  at  least  two 
sources.  These  are  both  very  low  in  flouride  content. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council  is  keen  to  have  facilities  for  swimming  in  the 
District.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  raise  money  for  a 
swimming-bath  project. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  OFFICE 

The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton  serves 
Ilkeston  Borough  Council  and  Alfreton,  Heanor  and  Ripley 
Urban  District  Councils.  In  addition,  the  Medical  Officer  is 
also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council. 

The  Borough  and  each  District  is  dealt  with  entirely 
separately.  This  combination  of  posts  is  an  ideal  one.  It 
presents  many  opportunities  for  liaison  and  co-operation. 

I  have  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  many 
members  of  his  staff  who  have  helped  and  advised  me  during 
the  year.  The  pleasant  relationship  existing  is  much  appre¬ 
ciated  and  helps  a  great  deal  in  our  mutual  interests. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Every  effort  was  made  to  make  the  public  aware  of  its 
responsibility  for  obtaining  personal  protection  against  polio¬ 
myelitis,  diphtheria  and  whooping-cough.  Posters  and  leaflets 
were  made  available. 

The  schemes  for  protection  are  organised  by  the  County 
Council  and  carried  out  by  their  staff  and  the  general  practi¬ 
tioners. 

The  District  Council  supports  these  schemes  with  poster 
campaigns  and  wherever  else  possible.  Publicity  has  been 
given  to  poliomyelitis  vaccination  and  whooping-cough  vaccina¬ 
tion  and  to  immunisation  against  tetanus  and  diphtheria. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

In  view  of  the  reported  national  increase  it  was  considered 
that  some  publicity  be  given  to  this  subject.  Arrangements 
are  in  hand  for  suitable  notices  to  be  placed  again  in  public 
lavatories.  Various  discussions  have  taken  place. 

SAFETY 
Home  Safety. 

The  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Home  Safety  Committee  was 
started  and  has  met  at  intervals  during  the  year.  It  was  set 
up  on  the  lines  of  the  Road  Safety  Committee.  Representatives 
come  from  many  organisations.  Meetings  are  held  alternatively 
in  Alfreton  and  Ripley. 
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The  Committee  provides  a  forum  for  discussion  on  many 
home  safety  matters.  There  are  some  very  energetic  and  active 
people  on  the  Committee.  As  the  reasons  for  action  become 
plain  it  is  hoped  that  the  Committee  will  be  a  powerful  force 
in  the  prevention  of  injury  and  accidents  in  and  around  the 
home. 

Thanks  must  be  given  to  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  County 
Council  who  so  ably  support  the  work  of  the  Committee  by 
giving  talks  to  organisations  in  the  two  towns. 

Lifting  and  Carrying. 

At  intervals  reminders  are  issued  of  the  need  to  consider 
the  safety  of  persons  who  have  to  lift  and  carry. 

As  usual  with  items  appertaining  to  the  health  of  the 
individual,  training  should  start  at  home  by  the  parents  and 
continue  through  school  life  into  adult  working  environments. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  in  his  Annual  Report 
for  1960  states  : — 

“Many  of  the  31  per  cent  of  handling  accidents  which  damage  the 
trunk  are  due  to  incorrect  methods  of  lifting  and  carrying  weights. 
That  many  workers  do  not  understand  the  safe  method  of  lifting  is 
due  in  part  to  a  lack  of  proper  training  by  firms.  A  worker  will  soon 
appreciate,  when  shown,  that  his  leg  and  thigh  muscles  are  stronger 
than  those  of  the  back  and  abdomen  and  will  tend  to  form  the  habit 
of  using  the  former  in  lifting,  keeping  his  back  erect  and  his  arms 
straight. 

“An  attempt  to  lift  an  excessive  load  may  seriously  strain  even 
the  trained  and  experienced  person.  If  the  load  approaches  50  per 
cent  of  the  individual’s  body  weight  there  is  also  a  considerable  risk 
that  he  will  lose  his  balance.  Loss  of  balance  or  insecure  grip  may 
result  in  a  load  being  dropped  on  the  feet,  which  receive  injury  in 
19  per  cent  of  all  handling  accidents. 

“It  was  made  an  offence  under  the  Factories  Act,  1959,  to  employ 
any  person  to  lift,  carry  or  move  any  load  so  heavy  as  to  be  likely 
to  cause  injury  to  him.  (This  requirement  previously  applied  only 
to  young  persons).  Maximum  weights  that  may  be  lifted,  carried  or 
moved  by  various  classes  of  persons  have  also  been  laid  down  in  Regula¬ 
tions  for  particular  industries.  In  a  survey  of  lifting  and  carrying 
accidents  made  six  years  ago  amongst  workers  in  docks  and  in  the 
woollen  and  worsted,  jute,  pottery  and  food  and  drink  industries  it 
was  found  that  some  37  per  cent  of  these  accidents  were  primarily 
due  to  the  lifting  of  excessively  heavy  weights. 

“Other  matters  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  lifting  and  carrying 
are  the  need  for  a  proper  working  understanding  when  two  or  more 
people  are  working  together,  the  dangers  of  strain  from  jerking,  shoving 
and  twisting  the  body,  the  risks  of  stacking  or  piling  at  too  high  a  level 
and  the  n  necessity  for  hand  protection  when  splinters,  nails  and  jagged 
edges  maj)  cause  injury.  In  order  to  promote  a  better  understanding- 
on  the  shop  floor  of  the  principles  of  lifting  and  carrying  an  illustrated 
booklet  ard  a  coloured  wall-sheet  based  on  material  drawn  from  the 
experience  of  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate,  were  published  in  1958.” 
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CLEAN  AIR 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  health-conscious  people  who  support 
the  clean  air  campaign. 

This  campaign  consists  of  two  parts. 

Smoking. 

The  first  part  comprises  the  education  of  the  people  about 
the  dangers  of  smoking. 

The  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on  smoking 
in  relation  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and  other  diseases  appeared 
during  the  year. 

Inevitably  there  are  people  who  are  addicted  to  smoking 
and  do  not  agree  with  the  report. 

There  are  people  who  make  money  out  of  smoking. 

There  are  people  who  die  because  smoking  causes  and 
accentuates  disease. 

Domestic  Smoke. 

The  other  part  of  the  campaign  is  to  clear  domestic  smoke 
out  of  the  air.  The  dirt  and  filth  caused  is  obvious  to  any 
person. 

It  is  known  that  this  type  of  pollution  has  an  effect  on 
health.  Dramatic  episodes  like  the  London  smog  were  needed 
to  bring  it  to  attention. 

Education  goes  on  month  after  month  and  is  most  effective 
when  done  on  a  personal  basis. 

It  does  seem  incredible  at  times  how  much  we  suffer  from 
civilisation  and  that  we  are  not  yet  able  to  pick  out  the 
beneficial  aspects  and  use  them  to  the  greatest  benefit  of  all. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported  in  the 
District.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  this  is  the  actual  state 
of  affairs  as  cases  are  not  always  reported. 

A  recent  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Food  Poisoning 
in  England  and  Wales  1961  states  that : — 

“5,387  incidents  of  food  poisoning  were  reported.  This  is  a 
reduction  of  16  per  cent  compared  with  1960.  In  all  about  12,700 
persons  were  ill.  22  fatal  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Laboratory 
Service.” 

These  figures  indicate  that  risk  of  food  poisoning  continues. 
Only  the  highest  standards  of  hygiene  with  thought  and  care 
in  the  handling  of  food  can  be  acceptable. 

In  two-thirds  of  these  outbreaks  the  suspected  food  was 
processed  and  made-up  meat  dishes. 

All  the  people  who  handle,  all  those  who  sell,  and  all  those 
who  consume  made-up  or  processed  food  must  always  be  on 
their  guard. 

Anyone  who  has  a  problem  concerning  these  matters  is 
advised  to  contact  the  local  health  department  for  advice. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
General  Statistics. 

Area  in  Acres  .  5,411 

Population  (estimated)  .  17,700 

Population  per  Acre  .  3.27 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  5,987 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  31st  March,  1963)  . £190,452 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £735 

Live  Births  registered  .  230 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4.3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  13.0 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.00)  13.0 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  18.0 

Still  Births  registered  .  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  21.3 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  18.1 

Deaths  registered  .  186 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  10.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.15)  12.1 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  11.9 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion)  — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still 

births)  .  — 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  0.35 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age)  .  4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  17.4 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  20.7 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  legitimate  18.2 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  — 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  illegitimate  — 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  .  3 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  13.4 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  15.1 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  week  of  age)  .  3 

Early  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  13.4 

Perinatal  Deaths  (Still  births  and  Deaths  under 

1  week  of  age)  .  8 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  34.4 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from — 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  0.057 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales...  0.059 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . . .  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.007 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  .  0.113 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0.510 

Cancer,  other  forms  .  1.356 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  .  1.667 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

BIRTHS  M. 

F.  Total. 

M.  F.  Total 

Live  .  Ill 

109  220 

7  3  10 

Still  . 

4  4 

—  1  1 

TABLE  2 

STILLBIRTHS  —  1952  -  1962 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 

Year 

Number 

(Live  and  Still) 

1952 

9 

34.30 

1953 

7 

25.12 

1954 

6 

23.62 

1955 

8 

31.37 

1956 

8 

26.40 

1957 

4 

14.71 

1958 

8 

29.41 

1959 

10 

37.45 

1960 

8 

32.39 

1961 

7 

26.52 

1962 

5 

21.3 

TABLE  3 

INFANT  AND  PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infant  Deaths 

M.  F.  Total. 

M.  F.  Total 

Under  1  year  of  age 

..224 

—  —  — 

Under  4  weeks  of  age  . 

..123 

—  —  — 

Under  1  week  of  age  . 

..123 

—  —  — 

Perinatal  Deaths  . 

..167 

—  i  x 

TABLE  4. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLES— 1952-1962 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

(Populatio 

(per  1,000  of 

(per  1,000  of 

Rate  (per  1.000 

Year 

Estimated). 

population). 

population). 

Live  Births). 

1952 

17,990 

15.00 

11.50 

42.00 

1953 

17,970 

16.11 

9.08 

18.10 

1954 

18.050 

13.74 

12.02 

40.32 

1955 

18,090 

13.70 

10.17 

44.35 

1956 

18,030 

16.36 

10.54 

27.12 

1957 

18,040 

14.86 

11.03 

33.58 

1958 

17,980 

14.68 

9.18 

30.30 

1959 

17,980 

14.29 

11.07 

23.35 

1960 

17,900 

13.35 

11.51 

25.10 

1961 

17,650 

14.56 

11.67 

7.78 

1962 

17,700 

13.0 

10.5 

17.4 
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TABLE  5. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M.  F.  Total 

1 —  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  1  —  1 

2 —  Tuberculosis,  Other  .  —  —  — 

3 —  Syphilitic  Disease  .  —  —  — 

4 —  Diphtheria  .  —  —  — 

5 —  Whooping  Cough  .  —  —  — 

6 —  Meningococcal  Infections  .  —  —  — 

7 —  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  —  —  — 

8 —  Measles  .  —  —  — 


9 — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  —  1  1 

10 —  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach  .  3  14 

11 —  „  „  Lung,  Bronchus  .  1  1  2 

12 —  „  „  Breast  —  3  3 

13 —  „  „  Uterus  —  2  2 

14 —  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  10  5  15 

15 —  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .  2  13 

16 —  Diabetes  .  2  —  2 

17 —  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  .  12  14  26 

18 —  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  18  20  38 

19 —  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  2  2  4 

20 —  Other  Heart  Disease  . 7  6  13 

21 —  Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  7  5  12 

22 —  Influenza  .  —  2  2 

23 —  Pneumonia  .  5  5  10 

24 —  Bronchitis  .  10  3  13 

25 —  Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System  .  8  19 

26 —  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  1  —  1 

27 —  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  —  1  1 

28 —  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  1  1  2 

29 —  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .  —  —  — 

30 —  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .  —  —  — 

31 —  Congenital  Malformations  .  112 

32 —  Other  defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  .  6  9  15 

33 —  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  1  —  1 

34 —  All  Other  Accidents  .  2  —  2 

35 —  Suicide  . 2  —  2 

36 —  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  .  —  —  -- 

All  Causes  .  102  84  186 
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TABLE  6 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1962 


New  Cases 

Non- 

Age  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Periods  M.  P.  M.  F. 

Under  one  year  ...  —  —  —  — 

25—  .  —  —  —  — 

45  —  .  —  —  1  — 

65  and  upwards  .  1  —  —  — 


Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1  — 


Total  ...  1  —  1  —  1  —  —  — 


TABLE  7 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  1952  -  1962 


Respiratory 


Non- 

Respiratory 


Grand 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

1952  . 

....  5 

7 

12 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1953  . 

.  5 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1954  . 

.  3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

1955  . 

....  4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1956  . 

.  5 

1 

6 

— 

— - 

— 

6 

1957  . 

.  5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1958  . 

....  4 

3 

7 

— 

3 

3 

10 

1959  . 

....  5 

2 

7 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1960  . 

.  3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1961  . 

.  5 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

6 

1962  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  —  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council : 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  in  respect  of  the  second  year  of  my  service 
with  the  Council.  It  has  been  one  of  progress  and  disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Council  house-building  is  under  way  and  the  delay  to  the 
programme  for  the  abolition  of  unfit  houses  will  end  if  this  can 
continue.  The  objection  to  an  adequate  house-building  pro¬ 
gramme  is  financial  and  whilst  this  is  not  my  province,  anything 
which  prevents  the  provision  of  a  sufficient  number  of  modern 
homes  in  which  people  may  live  and  bring  up  their  children  in 
a  healthy  environment  becomes  a  public  health  problem  which 
must  be  solved. 

A  campaign  of  publicity  has  started  to  increase  the  rate  of 
house  improvement  with  the  aid  of  grants  and  an  “improvement 
area”  has  been  so  designated.  Whilst  the  publicity  has  increased 
the  rate,  the  progress  in  the  designated  area  is  disappointing. 
It  is  evident  that  the  proposals  to  make  such  improvements  com¬ 
pulsory  are  necessary,  regrettable  though  this  is. 

Another  year  has  passed  without  any  noticeable  progress 
with  the  Sewerage  Scheme,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Con¬ 
sultants.  This  seems  to  be  no  one’s  fault  but  a  similar  scheme 
in  an  adjoining  area  will  take  nearly  ten  years  to  complete  from 
the  date  of  the  public  inquiry.  Ripley’s  public  inquiry  is  still 
in  the  future  and  the  prospect  of  another  ten  years  of  the  present 
unsatisfactory  conditions  is  not  a  happy  one. 

The  pail  closet  conversion  programme  is  completed,  those 
remaining  being  either  in  unfit  houses  awaiting  clearance  or  in 
areas  where  no  sewer  is  available.  In  these  areas,  the  improve¬ 
ment  grants  scheme  provides  an  answer  but  its  implementation 
depends  upon  the  co-operation  of  owners. 

Progress  with  Clean  Air  has  been  nil,  notwithstanding  con- 
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siderable  effort  by  the  department.  Public  apathy  and  resistance 
to  change  is  difficult  to  overcome.  The  success  of  education  in 
this  subject  is  difficult  to  assess.  I  am  sure  that  one  Smoke  Con¬ 
trol  Area  in  operation  would  dispel  these  fears  and  create  a 
demand  for  its  extension  to  other  parts  of  the  town. 

Routine  work  has  been  done  well,  complaints  being  dealt 
with  promptly  and  many  long-standing  problems  have  been 
eliminated,  though  new  ones  quickly  take  their  place. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  and  their  officers  for  help 
willingly  given  during  the  year.  There  is  a  spirit  of  co-operation 
and  enthusiasm  which  can  form  the  basis  of  success  in  our  efforts 
to  make  the  Ripley  Urban  District  a  better  place  in  which  to 
live  and  work. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  GREGORY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


The  five  practical  objectives  set  out  in  the  1961  report  were  : 

(1)  The  demolition  and  clearance  of  totally  unfit  houses,  with 
the  elimination  of  unhealthy  areas  as  soon  as  circumstances 
permit ;  and  the  provision  of  new  housing  accommodation 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  families  displaced. 

(2)  The  repair  of  dilapidated  or  otherwise  defective  houses 
capable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense  and  their 
continued  maintenance,  for  which  the  landlords  may  now 
obtain  reasonable  rents. 

(3)  The  improvement  of  basically  sound  houses  lacking  modern 
amenities,  such  as  bathrooms  and  hot  water  systems,  and 
the  conversion  of  larger  houses  into  smaller  units  of  accom¬ 
modation. 

(4)  The  provision  of  new  houses  for  those  in  need,  where  this 
need  is  not  met  by  private  building. 

(5)  The  raising  of  the  standard  of  management  and  amenities 
provided  in  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

Item  (5)  has  been  shown  by  a  survey  to  have  been  met,  no 
cases  having  been  discovered  in  which  action  by  the  Council  was 
considered  necessary.  It  should  be  replaced  by  one  further  ob¬ 
jective  : 

(5)  The  redevelopment  of  areas  of  the  District  in  which  the 
houses,  though  not  urgently  requiring  attention  on  account 
of  disrepair  are  worn  out,  badly  arranged  internally  and 
externally,  off  narrow  streets  and  in  congested  areas. 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

Progress  is  limited  to  the  rate  at  which  persons  can  be 
rehoused  from  unfit  properties  and  during  the  year  no  new 
Council  houses  became  available  for  this  purpose.  The  building 
programme  is  getting  under  way  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  re¬ 
striction  will  soon  be  eased. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  38  unfit  houses,  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts,  remained 
occupied,  an  increase  of  13.  76  further  houses  are  listed  as  unfit 
and  needing  to  be  dealt  with.  149  individual  houses  in  total 
require  further  action  under  the  Housing  Acts.  This  does  not 
include  any  provision  for  redevelopment  under  clause  (5). 

1962  saw  17  Closing  Orders  made,  12  Demolition  Orders 
made,  six  families  rehoused  and  18  houses  demolished. 
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REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  EXISTING  HOUSES 

Nine  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair  unfit  houses  after 
formal  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  92  houses  were  repaired  by 
informal  and  90  by  formal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  resumption  of  house-to-house  inspection  under  Section  3 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  is  still  a  hope  for  the  future. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  rate  at  which  houses  are  improved  with  the  aid  of 
grants  is  still  much  too  slow.  The  pail  closet,  the  W.C.  at  the 
bottom  of  the  garden,  the  tin  bath  in  front  of  the  kitchen  fire 
filled  from  saucepans  and  kettles  (with  the  inherent  danger  of 
this  process)  ;  insufficiency  of  hot  water  for  personal  and  domes¬ 
tic  washing,  the  storage  of  food  in  damp  unventilated  cupboards 
— these  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  and  this  applies 
to  Council,  as  well  as  privately-owned  houses. 

A  survey  of  94  houses  in  a  good  class  area  of  the  town 
showed  49  to  be  without  at  least  one  of  the  standard  amenities 
(inside  W.C.,  bathroom,  wash  hand  basin,  hot  water  system 
and  ventilated  larder)  and  6  without  any  of  them. 

Some  means  of  raising  the  rate  at  which  this  work  is  done 
must  be  found  and  various  bodies  have  advocated  compulsion. 

A  scheme  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  appears  to  be  a  compromise,  in  that  it  in¬ 
cludes  a  campaign  for  voluntary  improvement  but  compulsory 
purchase  may  be  considered  where  this  fails.  The  Council  has 
considered  the  scheme  and  adopted  the  “advice  and  persuasion” 
part  of  it  and  an  “improvement  area”  is  to  be  declared  in  1963. 

During  the  year  11  houses  were  improved  with  Discretionary 
Grants  and  47  with  Standard  Grants  : — 

Standard  Discretionary 

Amenities  Grants  Grants 


Baths  provided  . 

1961 

35 

1962 

32 

1961 

4 

1962 

11 

Internal  water  closets  provided 

27 

19 

4 

5 

Larders  provided  . 

11 

28 

4 

8 

Hot  water  systems  provided  ... 

30 

28 

3 

11 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  . 

36 

32 

4 

11 

PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES 

During  the  year  no  new  houses  were  provided,  so  that  the 
total  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council  since  the  end  of 
1958  is  two  Council  houses  and  nine  flats  provided  as  a  result 
of  the  conversion  of  10,  Booth  Street. 
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The  housing  programme  is  now  under  way,  however,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  under  construction  16  old 
people’s  flats  with  warden’s  accommodation  at  Elms  Avenue,  and 
site  works  were  in  progress  for  12  houses  and  four  bungalows  at 
Upper  Marehay. 

Thirty-two  private  enterprise  houses  were  completed. 

REDEVELOPMENT 

In  the  past,  the  urgency  of  cases  on  the  housing  waiting  list 
and  over  recent  years,  the  lack  of  new  houses  becoming  avail¬ 
able,  has  precluded  any  thought  of  redevelopment.  There  has 
also  been  reluctance  to  undertake  the  clerical  and  technical 
work  and  to  face  up  to  the  problems  which  may  arise  in  re¬ 
development  of  areas  of  the  district. 

The  development  plan  has  been  approved  by  the  Council 
and  the  County  Council,  a  public  inquiry  has  been  held  but  as 
yet  no  decision  has  been  made  by  the  Minister.  Already,  how¬ 
ever,  owners  of  properties  in  the  affected  areas  are  ceasing  to 
spend  money  on  them  voluntarily  and  one  is  faced  with  the 
problem  of  what  it  is  reasonable  to  require  in  an  area  scheduled 
for  demolition  and  redevelopment  at  some  date  unspecified. 

In  December,  the  redevelopment  of  a  small  area  of  six 
houses  and  the  site  of  six  demolished  houses  at  Parkside,  Heage, 
was  recommended.  It  is  hoped  that  the  acceptance  and  carrying 
out  of  this  scheme  will  show  how  much  redevelopment  is  to  be 
preferred  to  individual  unfit  action,  with  the  inevitable  derelict 
buildings  and  cleared  sites  which  are  an  eyesore  for  many  years, 
if  not  permanently. 

ABOLITION  OF  PAIL  CLOSETS 

Full  use  is  made  of  the  powers  of  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  require  the  provision  of  water  closets  in 
lieu  of  pails  or  other  unsatisfactory  closets.  Thirty-five  pail 
closets  were  abolished  during  the  year.  148  pail  closets  now  re¬ 
main,  which  are  emptied  once  weekly  by  the  Council.  The  limit 
of  this  work  is  being  reached,  no  sewer  being  available,  but 
special  effort  is  being  made  to  have  improvements  made  under 
the  grants  scheme. 

I  remain  of  opinion  that — 

(a)  the  powers  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Act,  1960,  should  continue  to  be  used  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  pail  closets  on  permanent  sites  and 

(b)  that  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938,  should 
be  amended  to  enable  the  Council  to  insist  on  the  provision 
of  water  closets  in  all  factories. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INSANITARY  CLOSET 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  URBAN  AREA 


Capable  of  C.O. 

Conversion  and 
Section  47  D.O. 

Public  Health  Hsg.  Unsat.  Total 

Privies  Act,  1936  Prog.  Cesspool  Drains  Pails  Privies 


East  . 

West  . 

■ 

8 

3 

4 

8 

7 

Butterley  . . , 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

8 

— 

Waingroves  .. 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

— 

Marehay 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Ambergate  ... 

1 

— 

18 

35 

28 

81 

1 

Heage  . 

— 

3 

11 

14 

7 

35 

— 

11 

4 

42 

54 

48 

148 

1 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  up  to  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1962  : — 


Waste 

Water 


Pails 

Privies 

Closets 

Total 

Conversions  completed  prior  to  1962  . 

1.719 

265 

13 

1,951 

Completed  under  Scheme  during  1962  . 

30 

— 

— 

30 

Compl.  as  Improvement  Grant  during  ’62 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Removed  from  Reg.  1962  (Hous’g  Progr.)... 

6 

— 

— 

6 

App.  for  conversion  —  Improvement  Grant 

16 

— 

— 

16 

Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Notices  served  (not  complied  with)  . 

4 

4 

Register  of  unsatisfactory  closet  accom¬ 
modation  at  31st  December,  1962  . 

148 

1 

. 

149 

CLEAN  AIR 

Measurement  of  air  pollution  continued  during  the  year, 
daily  instruments  being  installed  at  the  Town  Hall  and  at  the 
Council’s  Garage  at  Nottingham  Road,  giving  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  extent  of  smoke,  dirt  and  sulphur  we  are  forced 
to  breathe.  The  figures  for  1962  show  no  improvement  over  the 
past  five  years. 

The  air  we  are  breathing  is  so  foully  polluted  as  to — 

(a)  Be  dangerous  to  our  health. 

(b)  Damage  our  buildings  and  fabrics. 

(c)  Harm  plant  life  and  reduce  crops. 

(d)  Represent  a  serious  waste  of  fuel. 

This  pollution  falls  within  the  following  categories  : — 
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INDUSTRIAL  SMOKE 

Progress  is  continuous  in  these  premises.  Industrialists 
realise  that  smoke  production  is  fuel  wastage  and  that  modern 
and  efficient  plant  is  essential  for  economic  reasons.  The  same 
reason  does  not  apply  to  grit  arrestation  and  chimney  heights. 
The  control  of  the  latter  under  Building  Byelaws  is  not  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  problems  continue  to  arise  to  which  there  seems  no 
solution  at  present.  An  amendment  to  the  Act  to  make  prior 
approval  compulsory,  such  approval  to  include  chimney  heights, 
seems  essential  to  remedy  this  difficulty. 

DOMESTIC  SMOKE 

A  recommendation  for  a  Smoke  Control  Area  was  made  and 
the  Council  approved  the  making  of  a  sample  survey  of  the  area 
to  obtain  details  of  costs,  etc.  This  showed  that  an  area  of 
approximately  100  acres  which  *  contained  122  existing  houses 
and  included  estates  in  course  of  development  of  120  additional 
houses  could  be  made  smokeless  at  a  maximum  cost  of  £1,255 
to  the  Council.  Before  making  application  to  the  Minister  for 
approval  in  principle  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  public  meeting  in 
the  area  to  explain  the  implications  of  the  scheme.  In  spite  of  a 
considerable  prior  effort  in  publicity,  it  was  evident  that  there 
was  considerable  opposition  to  the  scheme,  which  resulted  in  the 
Council  deferring  it  for  the  time  being.  The  genuine  reasons  for 
this  were  difficult  to  analyse.  Some  owners  of  houses  with  the 
old  black-leaded  combination  ranges  were  worried  about  the 
expense  (though  their  tenants  took  a  different  view).  Some 
miners  thought  that  the  agreement  to  supply  discretionary 
smokeless  fuel  instead  of  bituminous  coal  was  not  a  fair  one. 
Some  were  suspicious  of  the  motives  behind  the  scheme  and 
many  seemed  to  have  a  complete  disregard  for  the  danger  to 
health  and  damage  to  decorations,  buildings  and  fabrics  which 
smoke  causes. 

It  seemed  clear  that  a  considerable  programme  of  health 
education  was  necessary  to  put  the  facts  before  the  public  and 
to  try  and  overcome  prejudice  and  allay  suspicion. 

The  Council  stand  at  the  Homes  and  Fashion  Exhibition 
(which  was  to  have  dealt  with  Housing  Improvements)  was 
hastily  switched  to  Clean  Air  and  comprised  a  display  including 
an  open  fire  burning  “Gloco”  and  a  back  projection  film  unit 
showing  the  Shell  film  “Clean  Air”  continuously. 

In  addition,  addresses  were  given  to  14  local  organisations, 
showing  the  film  “Clean  Air”  to  audiences  totalling  8,273  people. 
Discussions  were  always  lively  and  indeed  some  were  critical 
of  the  lack  of  progress  in  domestic  smoke  control.  A  further  re¬ 
commendation  for  a  smoke  control  area  will  be  made  in  1963. 
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DIESEL  AND  PETROL  FUMES 


The  problem  of  the  discharge  at  low  level  of  the  products 
of  combustion  from  road  vehicles  shows  no  sign  of  improve¬ 
ment.  Instruments  to  enable  vehicles  to  be  checked  for  nuisance 
have  been  developed  and  are  now  available.  These  should  help 
the  responsible  authority  (the  Police)  to  take  more  positive 
action. 


STATUTORY  ACTION 

Work  Notices 

No.  of  done  Notices  complied 
Authorised  Action  Premises  in  default  Served  with 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

Section  93  (Nuisances)  .., . 

Section  47  (Closet  Conversions) . 

Section  39  (Drainage)  . . 

Section  24  (Sewers)  . 

Section  45  (Closet  repairs)  . , 

Section  138  (Water  supply)  . . 

Section  56  (Yards  and  Passages)  ... 

Section  50  (Overflowing  cesspools) 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 — 

Section  29  (Demolitions)  . , . 

Section  32  (Pood  storage)  . . 


CARAVANS 

The  implementation  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  has  reduced  the  number  of  caravans  in 
the  area  from  14  (five  residential  and  nine  for  holiday  purposes) 
to  seven  (four  residential  and  three  for  holiday  purposes).  The 
period  of  time  allowed  for  compliance  with  the  conditions  is  fast 
elapsing  without  any  noticeable  effort  being  made  to  comply. 
Some  official  action  in  1963  seems  inevitable. 


20 

— 

17 

17 

29 

— 

26 

27 

14 

— 

8 

14 

14 

— 

14 

14 

12 

3 

12 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

4 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

The  odd  travelling  caravans  (wandering  scrap  dealers  and 
the  like)  still  appear  in  odd  corners,  complaints  are  made  and 
action  is  taken  to  have  them  moved  on.  The  ideal  answer  would 
be  a  Council  owned  site,  with  proper  amenities  provided,  for 
such  people,  but  since  it  would  be  difficult  to  manage  and  un¬ 
economic  there  is  little  prospect  of  it. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board,  of 
which  the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council  is  a  constituent  autho¬ 
rity.  A  mains  supply  is  available  almost  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  District  which  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
There  is  no  source  of  supply  or  treatment  works  in  the  area. 
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Some  difficulties  have  been  experienced  with  lack  of  pres¬ 
sure  in  parts  of  the  area  arising  from  the  distribution  system 
and  close  co-operation  with  the  Board’s  Officials  has  eliminated 
some  of  these  and  kept  others  to  a  minimum. 

The  Water  Board  makes  regular  examination  of  the  water 
going  into  supply.  As  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  being 
passed  into  supply,  the  majority  of  samples  are  taken  after 
treatment. 

Typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  are  given  in 
Table  5. 

Only  the  proportion  of  the  supply  obtained  from  the  Der¬ 
went  Valley  Water  Board  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 
Under  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Act,  1899,  water  supplied  by 
the  Board  is  required  to  be  treated  by  them  for  the  prevention 
of  such  action  before  the  water  is  delivered  to  any  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  Undertakings. 

During  1962,  no  new  connections  were  made  to  existing 
dwellings,  60  connections  were  made  to  new  dwellings  and  36 
were  removed. 

Water  samples  are  only  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  as  an  occasional  check  and  in  cases  of  complaint  or  from 
private  supplies.  During  1962  these  were  as  follows  : — 


Samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

submitted 

factory 

factory 

South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  : 

Chemical  . 

10 

10 

Nil 

Bacteriological  . 

149 

146 

3 

Public  Health  Department : 

Bacteriological  . 

21 

8 

13 

Chemical  . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  nine  were  from  the  Board’s 
supply.  Immediate  action  was  taken  to  trace  the  cause  of  this 
and  it  was  found  to  be  due  to  gale  damage  to  the  roof  over  the 
high  level  storage  tank,  which  had  allowed  birds  to  gain  entry. 

The  remaining  seven  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken 
from  a  private  spring  supply  serving  10  houses  at  Chase  Road, 
Ambergate. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a  new  main  to  be  laid  to  serve 
these  properties,  the  Council  giving  the  Water  Board  the  neces¬ 
sary  guarantee  under  Section  36  (2)  of  the  Water  Act,  1945.  The 
main  has  been  completed  and  individual  house  owners  have 
been  requested  to  make  connections  to  it. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewerage  arrangements  for  the  area  are  not  adequate. 
Some  are  of  insufficient  size,  some  are  defective  due  to  subsi¬ 
dence,  most  are  overloaded,  and  some  areas  are  without  sewers. 
All  the  works  are  either  unsatisfactory  or  so  overloaded  as  to  be 
unable  to  produce  an  effluent  to  Royal  Commission  Standards. 

Consultants  have  reported  upon  the  work  necessary  and  the 
Council  has  accepted  the  report  and  agreed  in  principle  to  the 
work  being  carried  out  as  one  contract.  Details  are  now  being 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  There  is  no  progress  to  report  in  1962.  The  delay 
has  been  due  to  the  scheme  having  to  be  amended  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  reception  of  a  trade  effluent  from  a  private  firm’s 
premises.  Necessary  as  this  is,  it  seems  unfortunate  that  a 
scheme  urgently  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  district  should 
be  so  long  delayed  for  one  private  firm. 

The  work  includes  : — 

New  main  outfall  sewer  from  Padley  Hall  to  Northern  Sew¬ 
age  Works. 

New  Sewage  Works  on  present  site  of  Northern  Sewage 
Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Street  Lane  Sewage  Works,  and 
rising  main  into  Marehay  Sewage  System. 

New  outfall  sewer  from  Southern  Works  to  Marehay  Sew¬ 
age  Works. 

New  Sewage  Works  on  the  present  site  of  the  Marehay 
Sewage  Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Heage  Sewage  Works  and  rising 
mam  to  Works  inlet. 

Improvements  to  Heage  Sewerage  Works. 

New  pumping  Station  at  Derby  Road,  Ambergate,  and  rising 
main  to  existing  outfall  to  existing  pumping  Station  alongside 
the  railway  embankment. 

New  pumping  machinery  to  existing  pumping  station  along¬ 
side  the  railway  embankment. 

Extension  of  Thacker  Wood  Sewage  Works. 

New  sewers  to  serve  Slack  Lane,  Nether  Heage,  Heage  Firs, 
Nether  Heage,  Dungeley  Hill,  Nether  Heage,  Street  Lane,  and 
Heage  Road,  Ripley,  Lower  Hartshay  and  Derby  Road,  Amber- 
gate. 
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I  would  again  emphasise  the  importance  of  proper  manage¬ 
ment.  These  new  works  will  not  produce  satisfactory  results 
without  careful  operation  and  maintenance.  The  Consultant’s 
opinion  is  that  one  qualified  (through  the  Institute  of  Sewage 
Purification)  Sewage  Works  Manager  and  four  labourers  would 
be  adequate.  The  employment  of  such  an  officer,  housed  at  the 
main  works  and  provided  with  his  own  transport,  would  seem 
essential  to  good  management. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  newly  appointed  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  fully  appreciates  this  point. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Compared  with  some  other  districts  Ripley  is  fairly  free  of 
rats  and  mice.  Many  of  the  sewers  are  surcharged  and  this  may 
be  one  reason.  So  long  as  these  vermin  are  present,  constant 
vigilance  and  early  and  careful  treatment  is  necessary.  Recent 
cases  of  Weil’s  Disease  in  man  in  this  County  have  emphasised 
the  importance  of  the  subject.  Infection  takes  place  by  the 
contamination  of  food  or  water  with  the  casual  organism  which 
is  passed  in  the  urine  of  infected  rats. 

The  arrangements  for  carrying  out  treatments  have  been 
improved  by  the  training  of  an  additional  Rodent  Operator  who 
is  provided  with  a  van.  Reports  of  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice 
by  the  public  are  appreciated. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATION  ACTS,  1928  -  1936 

The  raising  of  the  standards  for  the  sale  and  storage  of 
petrol  continued  during  the  year  and  all  installations  have  now 
been  brought  up  to  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Council  from 
the  Home  Office  Model  Code. 

Licences  in  force  during  the  year  : — 

Petrol  .  49  for  94,800  gallons. 

Petroleum  Mixture  .  5  for  250  gallons. 

Carbide  of  Calcium  .  1  for  10  cwts. 

DRAINAGE 

Much  time  is  taken  up  with  the  important  duty  of  advising, 
supervising  installation  and  testing  drainage  work,  and  this  is 
well  spent.  Good  drainage  is  a  basic  requirement  of  a  healthy 
environment.  The  majority  of  owners  are  well  aware  of  this 
and  are  grateful  for  such  help  and  advice  as  we  can  give. 

Although  the  best  of  drains  may  block  at  some  time,  I  have 
met  a  number  of  owners  who  regularly  rod  their  drains  to  keep 
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them  clear  and  seem  to  accept  this  as  a  normal,  if  unwelcome, 
duty.  The  fact  is  that  if  regular  rodding  is  necessary,  then  the 
drain  is  either  defective,  improperly  laid  or  being  misused,  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  can  be  rectified  quite  simply. 

CESSPOOLS  AND  SEPTIC  TANKS 

One  vehicle  is  employed  full-time  on  cesspool  emptying  and 
it  has  been  impossible  to  maintain  the  free  monthly  emptying 
service.  Occasionally  this  has  been  stretched  to  six  or  seven 
weeks.  A  new  combined  cesspool  emptier/gully  emptier  is  to  be 
delivered  during  1963  and  this  will  enable  a  more  regular  service 
to  be  provided.  It  will  also  eliminate  the  manual  emptying  of 
gullies,  which  is  unsatisfactory. 

It  had  been  the  policy  where  no  sewer  was  available  to  in¬ 
sist  upon  the  provision  of  a  3,000-gallon  sealed  cesspool.  This  is 
four  loads  with  the  emptying  vehicle  and  creates  a  considerable 
amount  of  work.  In  circumstances  where  the  area  and  the 
nature  of  the  soil  make  it  practicable  properly  designed  septic 
tanks  may  now  be  permitted. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  the  near¬ 
est  being  at  Belper,  approximately  five  miles  away.  Ripley  De¬ 
velopment  Association  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  provide 
the  funds  for  this  necessary  amenity.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
over  £5,000  had  been  raised. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1961 

Routine  work  continues  under  these  Acts  to  ensure  satis¬ 
factory  conditions  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  factory  workers. 
By  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor,  an  inspection  of  deposited 
plans  is  made  and  by  this  means  arrangements  are  made  to  en¬ 
sure  that  proposals  comply  with  the  Act  and  avoid  the  need  for 
alterations  after  the  building  is  completed. 

Revision  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938, 
is  overdue.  In  my  view  this  is  urgently  necessary  so  as  to  re¬ 
quire  : — 

(a)  The  provision  of  wash  hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold  w^ater 
supplies,  soap,  towels  and  nailbrush  on  the  same  scale  as 
that  for  closets. 

(b)  The  provision  of  water  closets.  It  amazes  me  that  in  the 
1960’s  an  employer  can  run  a  factory  employing  many  men 
and  women,  yet  cannot  be  required  to  provide  more  satis¬ 
factory  facilities  than  pail  closets  for  the  use  of  his  em¬ 
ployees,  unless  a  public  sewer  is  within  100  feet  of  the  site 
of  the  building. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Fac¬ 
tories  Act,  1937,  appear  as  a  Table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Slaughter  of  Animals  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  is  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which  has  been 
brought  up  to  modern  standards. 

The  amount  of  meat  inspected  is  small,  but  it  amounts  to 
almost  one  visit  per  animal  slaughtered,  so  that  the  cost  of  the 
inspection  per  carcase  is  high.  There  is  100  per  cent,  meat  in¬ 
spection  and  no  difficulty  arises  regarding  overtime  and  Sunday 
slaughter  as  it  does  in  many  areas. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Efforts  continued  during  the  year  to  improve  further  the 
standards  of  hygiene  at  many  of  the  local  food  premises. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  operate  to  very  high  standards 
of  hygiene,  but  there  are  some  who  are  content  to  comply  with 
the  letter  of  the  law  rather  than  the  spirit  of  it. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Library  Books  Disinfected  .  60 

Notices  to  Librarians  .  12 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  .  36 

Specimens  collected  : — 

(a)  Food  .  2 

(b)  Human  . 45 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Posters  are  displayed  on  certain  Council  and  private  notice 
boards  on  health  matters  and  these  provoke  interest. 

A  stand  was  utilised  at  the  Ripley  Trades  Exhibition  held 
during  the  period  24th  to  29th  September  for  displaying  material 
in  connection  with  Clean  Air,  and  talks  were  given  and  films 
shown  as  detailed  previously  under  the  heading  “Clean  Air.” 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year,  including  the  period  of  heavy  snow  at  the  year’s 
end,  and  the  refuse  collectors  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  this. 
Although  problems  arise,  Ripley  enjoys  a  back-door  collection 
which  is  first-class  so  far  as  regularity  is  concerned,  and  this  is 
due  to  a  nucleus  of  conscientious  men,  to  whom  the  area  owes 
much. 
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The  service  falls  short  of  the  best  present-day  practice  in  the 
following  respects  : — 

(a)  There  is  no  municipal  dustbin  scheme,  so  that  the  bins  pro¬ 
vided  are  of  assorted  shapes  and  sizes,  in  all  kinds  of  con¬ 
ditions,  and  there  is  a  continuous  fight  to  keep  unsuitable 
receptacles  such  as  dolly  tubs,  oil  drums,  buckets,  baths  and 
the  like  out  of  use. 

(b)  The  scheme  is  not  dustless  and  this  raises  problems  of  the 
spillage  of  refuse  and  of  the  hazards  to  health  to  the  men 
who  have  to  work  in  such  dusty  conditions. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  paper  sack  system  which  has 

much  to  commend  it,  being  dustless,  more  hygienic,  eliminating 
the  need  for  dustbins  and  providing  a  more  pleasant  form  of 
employment  for  refuse  collectors. 

During  the  year  1,672  hours  were  lost  by  three  of  the  men 
suffering  from  bronchitis,  and  this  condition,  if  not  caused  by 
dust,  is  seriously  aggravated  by  it.  The  firm  concerned  estimates 
that  the  operation  of  the  paper  sack  system  in  this  area  would 
cost  an  extra  £1,300  per  annum,  which,  taking  into  account 
the  advantages,  does  not  seem  unreasonable.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  members  of  the  Council  to  see  this  system  in  operation, 
but  it  was  disappointing.  The  system  was  shown  at  its  worst 
and  had  a  discouraging  effect  upon  those  who  saw  it. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

The  Council  supplies  dustbins  at  cost  price  plus  a  small  de¬ 
livery  charge  and  54  were  sold  under  this  scheme. 

Trade  Waste 

The  fee  for  collection  of  trade  waste  from  certain  business 
premises  remained  at  £1  12s.  6d.  for  each  additional  receptacle. 


The  number  of  trade  waste  units  for  which  fees  were  col¬ 
lected  was  20  in  1962/63. 


Financial  Year 


1962/63  1961/62 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

84  10  0  89  7  6 

25  7  6  31  5  6 


Trade  Refuse  Income  . 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads  of  rubbish  ... 
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Refuse  Disposal 

Controlled  Tipping  (and  this  means  what  it  says)  takes  place 
at  the  Waingroves  Refuse  Tip.  Operations  there  are  much  more 
satisfactory  from  every  point  of  view.  Expenditure  on  drainage 
continues  and  will  be  a  continuous  process.  The  area  of  the 
quarry  now  available  to  the  Council  is  being  rapidly  filled,  but 
from  informal  discussions  I  do  not  anticipate  any  objection  to 
the  extension  of  this  area  when  it  becomes  necessary. 

Problems  arise  from  youths  visiting  the  tip  for  “sky-larking” 
purposes,  where  they  smash  bottles  with  air  rifles,  set  the  tip 
face  on  fire  and  break  and  enter  buildings,  causing  damage.  The 
main  problems  are  vandalism,  tip  fires  and  the  blowing  about  of 
paper  in  windy  weather. 


Transport  and  Vehicle  Maintenance 

The  Council  does  not  maintain  a  fund  for  the  replacement 
of  vehicles  and  equipment  which  is  worn  out  and  it  is  therefore 
necessary  to  ensure  that  some  major  item  is  replaced  or  provided 
every  year,  so  as  to  spread  the  burden  evenly.  The  Council  has 
Dennis  side-loaded  Refuse  Vehicles  in  use  11,  12  and  13  years 
old,  so  that  a  second  compression  type  rear  loading  refuse 
vehicle  will  be  the  next  major  item  to  be  purchased. 

Vehicle  maintenance  is  on  a  satisfactory  footing  and  im¬ 
provements  to  the  Garage  premises  continue.  The  Council  will 
soon  have  a  fleet  of  vehicles  of  which  they  can  justly  be  proud. 

Personnel 

The  average  weekly  labour  force  for  the  year  was  26.7, 
whilst  the  average  labour  force  at  work  during  the  year  was  24.2. 

During  the  year  eight  changes  in  personnel  took  place. 


Sickness  and  Absenteeism  Records 

Total  possible  working  hours  of  all  staff  :  57,586. 


Time 

%  of  Total 

Time  Lost 

%  for 

Lost 

Poss.  Hours 

1961 

1961 

Sickness  (Paid)  . 

3,495 

5.92 

2,453 

4.59 

Sickness  (Unpaid)... 

220 

0.38 

450 

0.78 

Other  time  lost  . 

1,475 

2.56 

730 

1.29 

5,190 

8.86 

3,633 

6.66 

The  increase  in  sickness  is  mostly  due  to  one  employee  who 
was  away  for  about  eight  months. 

Two  employees  were  dismissed  for  persistent  absenteeism. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  LEGISLATION 


Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  name  appears  on  the  register  under  the  Provisions  of 
this  Act — a  local  furniture  dealer. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  Licence  was  again  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Act. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954 

Section  146.  Registration  of  Hairdressers. 

Detailed  inspections  have  contributed  to  the  high  standard 
of  hygiene  practised  at  the  local  hairdressers’  premises.  The 
general  use  of  lacquers  from  mist  sprayers  with  possible  in 
halation  by  Assistants  has  emphasised  the  need  for  adequat 


ventilation. 

Registrations  approved  during  1962  .  5 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1962  .  3 

Register  at  31st  December,  1962 — 

Ladies  .  10 

Ladies  and  Gents  .  1 

Gents  .  7 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 


Milk  Distributors’  Register 

Licensed  Distributors  of  Milk  .  12 

D'airies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  .  2 
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TABLE  1 


Public  Health  Inspection  of  the 

District. 

HOUSING 

Public  Health  Act  . 

329 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Housing  Inspections  . 

118 

Clean  Air  Inspections  . 

675 

Unfit  Houses  . 

248 

Drains  inspected  . 

354 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2 

Drains  tested  . 

22 

Standard  Grants  . 

231 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

177 

Discretionary  Grants  . 

15 

Cesspools  . 

55 

Overcrowding  . 

2 

Dustbins  . 

46 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

1 

Refuse  disposal  . . . 

93 

Housing  Applicants  . 

9 

Refuse  collection  . 

20 

Council  dwellings  . 

15 

Salvage  Visits  . 

24 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

Dirty  Premises  and  Articles 

2 

Bakehouses  . 

1 

Public  Conveniences  . 

1 

Milk  Distributors  . 

2 

Infectious  Disease  . 

74 

Ice  Cream — Retail  . 

8 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

9 

Slaughterhouses  . 

42 

Sites  . . . 

19 

Market  Stalls  . 

19 

Water  Supply  . 

238 

Retail  Shops  . 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

50 

Unsound  Food  (Visits) 

134 

Transport  . 

170 

Catering  . 

2 

Cinemas  and  Public  Enter- 

Canteens  . 

1 

tainments  . 

14 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

65 

Licensing  Act  . 

13 

SHOPS  ACT 

Keeping  of  Animals . 

8 

Visits  . 

29 

Rodent  Control  . 

368 

Sunday  Trading  . 

4 

Disinfestation  (Vermin)  ... 

54 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Hairdressers  . 

4 

Factories  . 

43 

Petrol  . . . 

30 

Workshops  . 

1 

Noise  Abatement  Act  . 

11 

Building  Sites  . 

36 

National  Assistance  Act  ... 

1 

TABLE 

:  2 

Summary  of  Complaints  Received 

GENERAL  HOUSING  DEFECTS  INFESTATIONS 

General  Defects  . 

6 

Rats  . 

41 

Chimney  Stack  . 

1 

Mice  . 

10 

House  Roofs  . 

5 

Beetles  . . . 

35 

Yard  Surfaces  . 

1 

Ants  . 

15 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Wasps  . 

1 

Insufficient  and  Defective... 

3 

Silverfish  . 

3 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Dirty  Conditions  . 

2 

W.C.  Fittings . 

4 

Dustbins  . 

53 

ANIMALS  IMPROPER 

Accumulators  of  materials 

4 

KEEPING 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

Dogs,  Cats,  etc . 

3 

Domestic  Smoke  . 

1 

Poultry  . 

1 

Unsound  Food  . 

1 

DRAINAGE 

Offensive  Smells  . . . 

12 

Obstructions  . 

16 

Water  in  Cellars . 

2 

Defective  Drains  . 

6 

Flooding  and  Pollution  of 

Ditches  . 

1 

Water  Courses  . 

2 

Noise  Nuisance  . 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

35 


TABLE  3 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 

Return  for  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1962 


Houses  Demolished — 


In  Clearance  Areas  . 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas  ... 


Houses 

Demolished 

Nil 

18 


Persons 

Displaced 

Nil 

23 


Families 

Displaced 

Nil 

6 


Unfit  Houses  Closed  (Under  Sec.  16(4),  17(1)  &  35(1)  Hsg.  Act. — 


Houses 

Persons 

Families 

Demolished 

Displaced  Displaced 

Number  of  Houses  . 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Persons  displaced  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Families  displaced  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

By 

By  Local 

Owner 

Authority 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health 

92 

Nil 

Act  . 

59 

31 

After  formal  notice,  Section  9  and  16 

Housing  Act,  1957 

9 

Nil 

DISCRETIONARY  AND  STANDARD  GRANT  RETURN 


Discretionary  Grants — 

Discretionary  Grants  Completed  .  11 

Amount  of  Grant  Paid  .  £2,061  4s.  9d. 

Applications  Received  .  5 

Applications  Passed  .  5 

Standard  Grants — 

Standard  Grants  Completed  .  33 

Amount  of  Grant  Paid  .  £3,388  5s.  9d. 

Applications  Received  . 50 

Applications  Passed  .  47 
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TABLE  5 


WATER  SUPPLY 

SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

Samples  Satis-  Unsatis- 

Submitted  factory  factory 


Water  Board  : 

Chemical  . 

Bacteriological  . 

Public  Health  Department : 

Chemical  . 

Bacteriological  . 

Typical  Result : 

Sample  of  water  taken  from 
main. 


10  10 

149  146  3 

1  1 

21  8  13 

Tap  over  sink  directly  from 


RESULTS  OF  ANALYSIS 


Appearance  in  2  ft.  Tube  . Slightly  turbid, 

practically  colourless 

Colour  (Iiazen  Units)  .  5 

Turbidity  (p.p.m.  Silica  Scale)  .  12 

pH.  value  .  8.60 


Parts  per  million 


Total  Solid  Matter  (Dried  at  180  °C.)  .  180 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 0.03 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  .  0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  1 

Chlorine  (present  as  Chloride)  .  7 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours  at  80° F.  ...  0 

Temporary  .  55 

Hardness  Permanent  .  55 

Total  .  110 

Oxygen  in  Solution  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  five  days  . 

Available  Chlorine  .  0.06 

Metals  :  Lead  .  0 

Copper  .  0 

Zinc  .  0 

Iron  .  0 


In  appearance  the  sample  was  slightly  turbid  and  practically 
colourless. 

The  results  of  chemical  analysis  afford  no  evidence  of  the 


occurrence  of  active  pollution. 

Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  Mains  ...  5.880  17.652 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  supplied  from  Stand¬ 
pipes  on  mains  .  1  6 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 

Standpipes  or  Mains  .  12  42 

No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year: 

New  Houses  . 60 
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TABLE  6 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1959 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

No.  of 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecuted 
Premises  Register  tions  Notices  Occupiers 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,  2,  3, 

4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  Authorities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  (excl.  outworkers’  premises) 


8  1  — 

95  43  6 

36  36  — 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which  pro- 
Referred  secutions 
Reme-  ToH.M.  ByH.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  died  Insp.  Insp.  instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .  —  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  6  5  —  4  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  —  —  —  —  — 


3.  Outworkers  in  August  list : — 

Making  Wearing  Apparel...  26 
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TABLE  7 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Return  for  the  Year  1962. 


Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  notification. 
Number  of  such  pro¬ 
perties  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by: — 

Common  Rat: 

Major  . . . 

Minor  . 

House  Mouse: 

Major  . . . . 

Minor  . 

Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  in  the 
course  of  survey  under 

the  Act.  .., . 

Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  found  to  be  infested 
by:— 

Common  Rat: 

Major  . 

Minor  . 

House  Mouse: 

Major  . . . , . 

Minor  . , . 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  Local 
Authority  . 


Types  of  Property 
Non-agricultural 

1  2  3  4  5 

Dwelling- 
Houses 

incl.  All  other  Total  of 
Local  Council  Business  Cols.  1  Agricul- 
Authority  Houses  Premises  2  &  3  tural 


43  8  51 


1 

33 


2 

2 


3 

35 


13 


43  215  40  298 


9 

3 


9 

12 


12  52  8  72 


Sewer  Treatment  Results 


Date 

Total  No. 
Manholes 

No. 

Treated 

Takes 

C 

P 

Total 

Takes 

November,  1962  .. 

520 

75 

13 

2 

15 

April.  1962  . 

520 

72 

3 

2 

5 

November,  1961  .. 

520 

98 

11 

6 

17 

February,  1961 

520 

66 

5 

4 

9 

July,  1960  . 

520 

63 

3 

2 

5 

December,  1959  . . 

520 

66 

5 

— 

5 

June,  1959  . 

520 

51 

1 

2 

3 

March,  1959  . 

509 

56 

5 

20 

25 

June,  1958  . 

509 

34 

4 

3 

7 

Disinfestation 

Treatments  undertaken  during  1962 


Cockroaches  .  43 

Ants  .  18 

Silverfish  .  3 

Wasps  . 1 

Scabies  .  1 
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TABLE  8 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Summary  of  Animals  Slaughtered,  Inspected  and 
Incidence  of  Disease  Found 

No.  found  diseased 
Other  diseases  T.B. 


Killed  Inspected  No. 

% 

No.  % 

Adult  Cattle 
(other  than 

cows)  28  28  5 

17.86 

Cows  . 

.  15  15  8 

53.33 

—  — 

Sheep  . 

.  1  1  — 

— 

—  — 

Pigs  . 

.  19  19  3 

15.79 

- -  - 

Summary  of  Disease  Found  and  Parts  of  Animals  Affected 

Disease 

Part  Affected 

Animals 

Cattle 

Affected 

Pigs 

Abscesses  . 

. Liver  . 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

. Lungs  . 

— 

1  set 

Pericarditis  . 

. Hearts  . 

_ 

2 

Pleurisy  . 

. Lungs  . 

1  set 

Telangiectasis 

. Livers  . 

3 

Distomatosis 

. Whole  Liver  . 

1 

— 

Part  Liver  . 

6 

— 

Actinobacillosis 

. Head  and  Tongue 

2 

— 

TABLE  9 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  Sewers  5,619  16,892 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  not  connected  to 

Sewers  .  261  808 


No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Existing  Houses  .  35 

(b)  New  Houses  .  30 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  W.C.s  35 
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TABLE  10 


UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  number  and  types  of  articles  of  food  inspected  during 
the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  as 
follows  : — 


446  tins  Fruit  . 

16  tins  Fruit  Juice  . 

572  tins  Vegetables  . 

36  tins  Soup  . 

43  tins  Fish  . 

65  tins  Corned  Beef  . 

10  tins  Ham  . 

5  tins  Tongue  . . 

7  tins  Pork  . 

10  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

11  tins  Stewed  Steak  . 

3  tins  Chopped  Ham  . 

2  tins  Pork  Sausages  . 

Pork  Sausages  . 

50  tins  Milk  . ' . 

4  tins  Cream  . 

50  tins  Rice  Puddings  . 

1  tin  Chicken  . 

6  tins  Marmalade  . 

1  tin  Processed  Cheese  .... 

—  Jersey  Potatoes  . 


lbs. 

450| 

30 

5111 

24f 

211 

341| 

921 

30 

1021 

15 
31 
21 
n 

16 
28| 

1 

311 

3 

4 

12 

14 

56 
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STATISTICS 


TABLE  11 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS 

Sanitary  Cleansing 

Wages,  Superannuation,  Insurance,  etc.: 

£ 

£ 

1961/62 

1960/61 

Collection  and  Disposal  . 

11,701 

11,516 

Cesspools  . 

788 

652 

Nightsoil  . 

642 

602 

Privies  . 

— 

4 

13,131 

— 

12,774 

Miscellaneous  : 

Haulage  . 

3,738 

3,136 

Rents  . 

25 

25 

Protective  Clothing  . 

146 

113 

Dustbins  . 

111 

74 

Tools  and  Sundries  . 

205 

85 

Special  Repairs  to  Tip  . 

— 

326 

4,225 

3,759 

17,356 

16,533 

Salvage  : 

Wages  . 

1,880 

1,622 

Superannuation,  Insurance,  etc. 

372 

306 

Haulage  . 

442 

399 

Sundries 

(incl.  new  baler  in  1961/62) 

715 

164 

Proportion  of  Salaries  &  Estab- 

lishment  . 

114 

102 

3,523 

2,593 

INCOME 

Sanitary  Cleansing  : 

Sale  of  Dustbins  . 

130 

89 

Miscellaneous  . 

50 

34 

Trade  Refuse  . 

88 

86 

Refuse  Disposal  Fees  . 

31 

24 

- - 

299 

233 

Salvage  : 

Sale  of  Salvage  . 

3,110 

2,829 
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TABLE  12 


GENERAL  EFFICIENCY  STATISTICS 


Number  Loads 

Tonnage 

Dustbins  (weekly  collection) 

6,442 

2,434 

6,014 

Privies  (collected  when  necessary) 

,  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Cesspools  (monthly  service)  .. 

142 

2,015 

4,722 

Pails  (weekly  collection) . 

187 

106 

247 

Salvage  (all  forms)  . 

— 

1,019 

764 

Average  haul  to  Disposal  Point : 

2  h 

miles. 

The  Unit  Costs  for  Various  Services 

1959 

1960 

1961 

£ 

s. 

d. 

.  .  £  , 

s.  d. 

£  s. 

d 

For  each  dustbin  emptied  . 

1 

11 

9 

1  12  6 

2  5 

10 

For  each  privy  emptied  . 

3 

9 

7 

1  J 

3  6 

1  7 

10 

For  each  pail  emptied  . 

2 

19 

3 

3  ' 

7  2 

5  19 

2 

For  each  cesspool  emptied  . 

8 

11 

9 

9  16  7 

9  11 

8 

Collection  per  1  ton  of  refuse  ... 

1 

15 

9 

1  12  7 

2  0 

3 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse  . 

4 

8 

8  0 

9 

5 

Cost  per  1,000  population  : — 

Refuse  Collection  . 

620 

11 

4 

606  l 

3  5 

688  11 

8 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . 

81 

15 

2 

156  12  11 

171  1 

0 

Cost  per  1,000  premises  : — 

Refuse  Collection  . 

1,691 

11 

2 

1,705  ; 

3  1 

1,890  9 

8 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

299 

19 

8 

440  i 

3  0 

470  17 

5 

TABLE  13 

Reclamation  of  Refuse-Disposal  of  Salvaged  Materials 

I960  1961 


T.  C.  Q.  L.  £  s.  d.  T.  C.  Q.  L.  £  s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  .  300  1  2  26  2,284  1  5  301  14  1  7  2,403  19  3 

Ferrous  Metals  .  Ill  4  2  0  365  14  9  127  16  1  0  508  6  9 

Textiles  .  11  11  3  18  116  14  8  9  8  1  27  94  6  2 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  —  10  1  3  43  13  2  —  11  1  8  40  14  5 

Cullet  .  2  14 - 2  14  0  - 

Bottles  . .  (524  doz.)  13  0  6  - — - 

Scrap  Batteries  ... -  3  8  4  - - 


426  2  1  9  2,829  6  10  439  10  1  14  3.047  6  7 
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OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 
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NRA229:  General  Duties,  Side  Loader/Open  Lorry.  359RRA:  (Tractor)  Refuse  Disposal. 

ORB894:  Refuse  Collection  Side  Loader/Open  Lorry  645NRB:  Refuse  Collection  Paxit  II. 

TRB331:  Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage 
Side  Loader/Open  Lorry. 


TABLE  15 

OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 
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